
 

 

News Letter 

It’s Time for Inspiration 

 
Every time I see a child succeed against 

the odds I feel inspired and energized to 

look within myself to make a more signifi-

cant contribution to my community and 

help provide greater opportunities for 

young people to be successful. I believe 

that what stands between many of our 

youth and greater opportunities is a lack 

of essential resources for success.    

In the words of the Founder & President 

of the Childrenõs Defense Fund and the 

first African American Woman to be 

admitted to the Mississippi State Bar, 

Marian Wright Edelman, òThe question is 

not whether we can afford to invest in 

every child; it is whether we can afford 

not to.ó I, also being a lawyer, educator 

and child advocate, share these views 

and values and we at IDEA are commit-

ted to investing the necessary time and 

resources to make a positive change in 

the lives of our youth. 

The Arts, i.e. music, dance, painting, 

writing, sculpting, film, etc., hold a vital 

place in our lives. The Arts can reflect 

artistsõ opinions, emotions, knowledge 

and culture at particular times and 

places. As a result, the product of the 

creative process becomes a part of 

history and may give us a glimpse of the 

state of our society. Consequently, care-

ful evaluation of the Arts may provide us 

with insight into the needs of our com-

munities and how to improve our society 

for all people. 

Fine artists and scholars must possess 

more than talent alone; inspiration, 

proper tools, perspective and desire are 

also required.  Therefore, we as role 

models must inspire our youth as well as 

provide them with the guidance, tools, 

and support necessary for healthy indi-

vidual expression. These basic principals 

set the foundation for our theory of 

inclusive learning through the Arts. The 

more involvement we, as role models, 

have in the lives of children the more 

productive we shall see the children be. 

Thus, I, as Board Chairman of IDEA want 

to ensure that our forum for the pursuit 

of education in the Arts provides our 

youth with an avenue to develop the 

essential principals in art and learning to 

be successful in todayõs complicated 

world. Since we operate under the theory 

of inclusion it is our desire to receive 

contributions, suggestions and involve-

ment from our membership, supporters 

and the community at large to improve 

our service to the youth. I hope you will 

join me to help make 2007 a year of 

great strides and success for the youth 

served by our organization.     

Let us make our dreams a reality!! 

James K. Grace, Esquire 

Board Chairman 

The Institute for the Development of 

Education in the Arts 

Letter from the Chairman of the IDEA Board of Directors 

Whoever said dreams donõt come true 

has not spoken to David Goodman, 

Program Director for IDEA who along with 

running programs for IDEA, can also be 

found on several episodes of the criti-

cally acclaimed HBO series, òThe Wire.ó 

Davidõs journey begun 30 years ago 

while sitting in Hatch Middleõs schoolõs 

auditorium watching a Black History 

program being performed by Freedom 

Theater.  He was so moved by the pres-

entation, he said to himself, òThatõs what 

I want to be...an actor.ó  Since then, heõs 

kept that dream alive. 

It hasnõt always been easy.  There were 

times that heõs had to put his dream on 

hold because of family situations.  But 

through his faith heõs learned the impor-

tance of having a dream and fighting for 

it. 

Since then, David has done 

local and national commer-

cials; heõs worked on TV series 

including NBCõs òHomicideó, 

òLaw and Orderó, CBSõ 

òHackó (which was filmed in 

Philadelphia); movies such as 

òSixth Senseó, òUnbreakableó, 

òAnnapolisó, òRocky VIó to 

name a few.  And recently can 

be seen as the Baltimore City 

Budget Director on HBOõs òThe 

Wireó. 

Thereõs much more that David 

wants to accomplish, and through hard 

work he feels heõll stay òwiredó enough to 

accomplish it all. 
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IDEA and the Morgan Village Circle Com-

munity Development Corporation Present 

a Neighborhood Summer Arts Program  

by David Goodman 

Camden, NJ - Kids from the Morgan 

Village section of Camden sent a clear 

message as to what is on their minds.  

On Thursday August 31, 2006 at Ma-

landra Hall in Camden NJ, The Institute 

for the Development of Education in the 

Arts (IDEA) in association with the Mor-

gan Village Circle Community Develop-

ment Corporation (MVCCDC) held the 

finale of a month long summer program 

themed, òDonõt Slip, Hold Tight, Live 

Life!ó 

Wanting to provide their kids with a 

summer program, MVCCDC found fund-

ing and called upon IDEA, an arts educa-

tion organization, to bring in their arts 

programming for a month long summer 

camp.  One of the goals of IDEA is for 

youth to òclaim their voiceó and it was 

the studentõs voices that created the 

theme òDonõt Slip, Hold Tight, Live 

Life!ó  Through dialogue, group devel-

opment activities and the arts (dance, 

hip-hop and drama), IDEAõs artists 

worked with the kids to develop an 

original play that focuses on a young 

girlõs struggle with her motherõs drug 

and alcohol abuse.  The kids worked 

extremely hard in creating the play and 

had a wonderful time performing at 

the finale that Thursday night. 

The camp has not gone without chal-

lenges.  The first week of camp began 

during the hottest part of the summer 

with temperatures exceeding 95 de-

grees.  The plan was to use a small 

tented area outside and air condi-

tioned space inside the Morgan Village 

Community Center; however, the air-

conditioner was stolen from the cen-

ter.  Martin Luther King Jr. once said,  

environment that was 

dubbed by the partici-

pants as an òOasisó in the 

downtown section of 

Camden.   

The partnership with 

CBBHFI allows the stu-

dents to have an opportu-

nity to participate in a 

master class with one of 

the jazz greats scheduled 

to perform at the CBBHFI 

Jazz concert on the 

boardwalk in Atlantic City.  

One such artist was Denis 

Di Blasio, Director of Jazz Studies, Execu-

tive Director of the Maynard Ferguson 

Institute of Jazz at Rowan University and 

a saxophonist, composer, arranger and 

musical director for the Institute. He is an 

internationally acclaimed performer, 

clinician and educator for the Yamaha 

Music Corporation of America.  Denis 

spent time with the students at the 

Newton Friends Meeting House before 

performing at the Chicken Bone Beach 

Jazz concert held in Atlantic City.  Addi-

tional master classes were held at Dante 

Hall Arts Center in Atlantic City followed 

by the students performing as well at the 

CBBHFI concert. 

In the past, such jazz 

greats as Jimmy Heath, 

Wallace Roney, T.S. 

Monk, Orin Evans, Lenny 

White and Ahmad Jamal, 

all performers at the 

CBBHFI Jazz Concert 

series and have spent 

valuable time with these 

young jazz hopefuls. 

This year the camp part-

nered with the Camden 

Farmers Market where 

the youth performed on 

July 7th, the 21st and 

August 5th at the Farmerõs 

Camden, NJ - The Institute for the Devel-

opment of Education in the Arts (IDEA) 

an arts education organization com-

pleted the 5th year of its Music By the 

Sea Summer Jazz Camp.  The camp is a 

partnership between IDEA and Chicken 

Bone Beach Historical Foundation, Inc.

(CBBHFI), a non-profit organization in 

Atlantic City.  The purpose of the camp is 

to provide a medium to pass on the 

legacy of Jazz and to use that legacy as a 

thread to connect generations. This 

approach provides a lifeline for commu-

nicating values that extend from past 

generations to the present and strength-

ens these lines for the future. 

The camp brought together middle and 

high school music students from the 

Delaware Valley for a four week intensive 

music workshops with jazz professionals.   

The classes took place on Thursdayõs 

and Fridayõs from June 29th to July 21st at 

the Newton Friends Meeting House on 

the corner of Cooper St and Haddon Ave.   

The Meeting House provided a beautiful 

Market on Broadway and Mickle Blvd in 

Camden.  These performances included 

a new aspect added to the camp this 

year: jazz poetry and hip-hop jazz dance 

both done to the music of Duke Elling-

tonõs òA-Train.ó 

The camp was sponsored this year in 

part by PNC Bank, Comcast Communica-

tions, the City of Camden N J State Coun-

cil for the Arts, Just For Wheels, Mc 

Donaldõs and donations from participat-

ing parents and interested citizens from 

throughout the Delaware Valley. 

 

Morgan Village Kids Rap, Dance and Act out whatõs on their Minds! 

Jazz Music in the City of Camden 
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òThe good neighbor looks beyond the exter-

nal accidents and discerns those inner 

qualities make all men human and, there-

fore, brothers.ó  Well Waste Management 

Corporation continued to be a good 

neighbor and opened up their doors and 

allowed MVCCDC and IDEA to use their air-

conditioned space to hold the camp. 

Additional support for the camp was pro-

vided by City of Camden Department of 

Health and Human Services. 

The purpose of the 

camp is to provide a 

medium to pass on 

the legacy of Jazz 

and to use that 

legacy as a thread to 

connect generations.  

Denis Di Blasio and Brian Betz from Rowan University. 



 

 

In a City filled with so many looking 

for a way out, it takes determined 

and committed individuals to make 

a stand and stay to help rebuild 

what was once a bustling town ñ 

Jamal Dickerson, Hasaan Sabree 

and Hamzah Hamid are such indi-

viduals.   

Jamal and Hasaan are teachers in 

the Camden School District: Hasaan 

teaches music at The R.T. Cream 

Family School in the Centerville 

section of Camden, while Jamal 

teaches just a few blocks south 

west at the Creative Arts High 

School, teaching music as well.  

They both also have served as lead 

teachers in IDEAõs Music By The 

Sea Summer Jazz Camp for the 

past five years. 

Jamal and Hasaan have graduated 

from the same high school and 

college and have stayed in the city 

using Jazz as a means to turn the 

cityõs youth into creative contribu-

tors for society. 

Hamzah Hamid is a rising recording 

Hip Hop artist with Poor Boy Enter-

tainment and uses positive, insight-

ful and powerful lyrics to drive home 

his message of hope to young peo-

ple in Camden. 

Hamzah has an infectious smile 

and an amazingly huge heart and is 

ready, at the drop of a dime, to help 

encourage and work with youth.  He 

has a new CD entitled òMy Mes-

sageó and has also worked with 

IDEA on numerous programs.  What 

heõs been able to get students to 

bring out of themselves is simply 

amazing and something you have to 

witness. 

All-in-all, these artist have used 

their talents to provide an atmos-

phere of hope for young people in 

the city of Camden.  Young people 

that if guided correctly, can be the 

basis to bring the bustle back to a 

struggling town. 

IDEA Salutes our Grass Roots Artists 

gram at two schools, CCALP at the 

Boys and Girls Club in Camden and 

The South Camden Alternative 

School, working with a total of 75 

students from both locations.  With 

the help of IDEAõs artists, these 

students will produce between 3 

and 6 PSAõs using the art forms of 

Drums, Hip Hop, Poetry, Dance and 

Drama and possibly air on Cam-

denõs educational station channel 

19. 

The students will need to discuss in 

groups, what issues they would like 

to focus on; their target audience; 

the main message; theyõll need to 

develop scripts for actors; write 

rhymes for background music; de-

velop drum beats to assist the rap-

pers; create story boards for filming; 

dance movements for spicing up 

the PSA and poetry that addresses 

the topics discussed.  In a short 

period of time, the students have 

much to accomplish. 

The goal is to get the students 

thinking about issues that exist in 

their communities and coming up 

with solutions on how to overcome 

them, and putting it in the form of a 

PSA. 

The end result is that you get stu-

dents that along with learning a 

usable artistic skill, begin to see the 

effect that they can have on each 

other and on their com-

munity. 

This program is an 

extension of IDEAõs 

Stand Up For The Arts 

program (SUFTA).  A 

sequential arts program 

that groups students in 

clusters with profes-

sional artists where they 

can develop collabora-

tive working and team 

building skills.  Skills 

very valuable in todayõs 

society.  

Through working in these environ-

ments, students can claim their 

voices and use them as a means for 

self healing as well as becoming 

agents for healing in their perspec-

tive communities.  

IDEA Debuts Program to Produce PSAõs with Local Youth 

Youõve all heard these before: òA 

mind is a terrible thing to waste.ó 

òFriends donõt let friends drive 

drunk!ó òJust say NO to drugs.ó  

These catchy phrases have become 

part of our everyday lives.  Some-

times as jokes, other times as help-

ful reminders during a tough situa-

tion.  Regardless, of the circum-

stance, they are phrases that have 

stuck with us for a long time.  

Whatõs common among them is 

that they are sayings from PSAõs: 

Public Service Announcementsñ30 

t0 60 second ads ran on radio and 

TV that serve to raise an awareness 

about a particular social issue. 

IDEA, through funding from local 

funders, has initiated an arts pro-

The end result is 

that you get students 

that along with 

learning a usable 

artistic skill, begin 

to see the effect that 

they can have on 

their community. 
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Hamzah with his new daughter. 

Brothers Hasaan (above) and Jamal (below) 

instruct students during summer jazz-camp. 

Students in CCALP at the Boys and Girls Club during a team building exercise. 



 

 

 

Making AfterMaking After --School...School...  

COOL!COOL!  
IDEA Takes on the Challenge 

of Making After-School Cool!! 

For the 2005-2006 school year, IDEA was 

awarded a grant by NJAfter 3 and took on 

the challenge of creating an exciting after-

school program at Cream School in Cam-

den, NJ.   

NJAfter 3 is a state wide non-profit organi-

zation dedicated to providing after-school 

programs for kids in NJ.  By teaming with 

local organization and providing financial 

and technical assistance, NJAfter 3 has 

developed a track record of successful 

programs throughout the state.  IDEAõs 

program was no exception.   

Although this was the first venture into the 

world of after-school, IDEA found itõs 

rhythm and put together an exciting pro-

gram entitled òkids Achieving Thru the 

Artsó.  A program that allowed the kids at 

Cream School to tap into their great poten-

tial through the wonders of the arts. 

IDEA assembled a great staff of 12 para-

professionals that provided academic 

enrichment and 6 professional artists to 

work with the kids.  The art forms were 

Drums, Dance, Hip-Hop, Drama, Poetry / 

Spoken Word and Visual Arts.  

All instructors were given the challenge to 

think outside the box in working with the 

kids.  Because of this, the kids responded 

positively.  There were even complaints 

from some of the kids when their parents 

came to pick them up early from the pro-

gram.  So much so, that in the after-school 

newsletter two of the 5th graders contrib-

uted in writing an article entitled, 

òParents...Stop Picking me Up Early!ó 

 Other events that took place during the 

after-school program included several 

Friday nights of òCaf® KATAó; an evening of 

performances put together by the kids.  A 

wonderful Picasso art exhibit presented by 

the second graders.  An exhibit that fea-

tured pictures and drawings done by the 

students using the style of Picasso.   

The year ended with a year-end festival that 

highlighted many of the projects the stu-

dents had been working  on throughout the 

school year.  Some of the projects included 

clay designs, drawings, songs, dance num-

bers and poetry that the kids created.  The 

evening turned out to be a wonderful event 

that the entire community had a chance to 

experience.  òIt was really great to see the 

kids doing something positiveó said one of 

the parents.  òPrograms like this need to 

keep going.  It keeps kids out of troubleó 

remarked another parent.  

You can expect more after-school program-

ming from IDEA in the future.  Programs 

like this are a win-win situation for every-

one involved:  Parents have an option for 

their kids after-school, and kids get to 

experience their full potential through the 

arts. 

Contributing Writers: 

Luis Santiago and Malik Brown 
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Parents enjoying the  

After-school festival 

THE 

YOUTH 

INSTITUTE 

FOR 

JAZZ 

STUDIES 

IDEA and The Chicken Bone 

Beach Historical Foundation, 

Inc. Kick-off The Youth Insti-

tute For Jazz Studies. 

The Chicken Bone Beach Historical Founda-

tion, Inc. (CBBHFI) and IDEA, with the Sup-

port of the Atlantic City Convention and 

Visitors Assoc. (ACCVA) are moving firward 

with plans to begin the Youth Studies 

Program in Atlantic City. The Youth Jazz and 

Music Studies program will offer Music 

Lessons in Jazz to youth between the ages 

of (10-18) who are interested in learning 

music for the first time or in honing their 

music skills.  

The program is proposed to take place on 

Thursday evenings from 3 to 6pm and on 

Saturdays from 10am to 3pm. Students will 

have the opportunity to study with profes-

sional jazz teachers and will be mentored 

by jazz masters who will make monthly 

guest appearances throughout the year. 

Classes in Brass, Woodwind, Rhythm, and 

Vocals will be available. In addition to 

learning music, students will participate in 

activities such as field trips to the Lincoln 

Center in New York, and the Kimmel Center 

in Philadelphia.  

Our intent is to develop students who can 

continue the legacy of this American art 

form called jazz; and possibly become the 

next jazz legends and contemporary jazz 

musician. Graduates will be given scholar-

ships to music schools such as the Univer-

sity of Maryland Eastern Shore and other 

music schools nationally. 

IDEA Contact information: 

The Waterfront Technology Center 

200 Federal St. 2nd Fl., suite 218 

Camden, NJ 08103 

Cynthia Primas, President / CEO 

856.577.8337 

c.primas@idea-arts.org 

David Goodman, Program Director 

609.315.5815 

d.goodman@idea-arts.org 

Hellen Faller, IDEA Development 
Consultant 

hmfaller@hotmail.com 

Visit our Website: www.idea-arts.org 

Who Says Jazz Music only comes 

in BIG Packages!!! 

Camdenõs little Jazz Giants is a group 

composed of Camden Public School instru-

mental music students ranging from the 

ages eight to thirteen.  The Musical Director 

is Mr. Hassan Sabree, instrumental music 

teacher in the Camden School District. 

The current members of Camdenõs Little 

Jazz Giants are Dhalil Sadiq (trumpet), 

Munir Griffin (alto saxophone), Jamal 

Dickerson II (trumpet), Anwar Sabree II 

(trombone), and Jordan English (drums).  

These young students (often referred to as 

òyoung lionsó) love to play what is known to 

be Americaõs own folk music...Jazz.  Along 

with performing, they look forward to par-

ticipating every summer in IDEAõs Music By 

The Sea Summer Jazz Camp, where at the 

camp the Jazz Giants can continue their 

focus on exploring the history of Jazz 

through performing the music of great jazz 

legends such as John Coltrane, Horace 

Silver, Sonny Rollins, Charlie Parker, Benny 

Golson, Miles Davis and others. 

After Junior High School, these students 

often go on to attend Camdenõs Creative 

Arts High School under the direction of Mr. 

Jamal Dickerson to participate in their Jazz 

studies and performance program.  This 

group provides a vehicle for positive and 

creative expression for young band stu-

dents.  They also serve as role models for 

young African Americans who are inter-

ested in learning about Jazz.  These little 

giants from Camden are real big on Jazz 

and intend to let everyone who listens 

know it. 

(Note: additional content edits done by IDEA staff) 

TheThe  LittleLittle   JazzJazz  GIANTSGIANTS  Excerpts from the Scoop USAExcerpts from the Scoop USA  

One of the Little Jazz Giants performing at 

Camdenõs Farmerõs Market. 


