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       For Immediate Release
When After School Became Cool!!!
Camden City School & Local Non-Profit Unveil an Unprecedented Educational After School Program
Camden, NJ - September 6th marked the beginning of the school year for several hundred elementary and middle school students at RT Cream School in Camden.  Just one week later, these children were invited to join an innovative and ground-breaking after school program called “Kids Achieving through the Arts.”  The Institute for the Development of Education in the Arts (IDEA), in partnership with RT Cream School, received funding from New Jersey After 3, a non-profit statewide organization dedicated to creating meaningful after school opportunities.  IDEA and the Cream school were among only three Camden City organizations awarded this highly competitive grant.  The total grant funding has created 184 positions for students to participate in this exceptional program.  September 12th was the first day for “Kids Achieving through the Arts” and since then, the amount of children in the program has continuously grown.  

The program is set up to provide a place for students to not only do homework, but to also learn more about the subjects they were studying through a “Crayola Dream Makers” curriculum that enables students to have fun in the process.  The method for teaching these students is “Syntectics,” which is the process of developing creative thinking and getting everyone involved (teachers and students) to think outside the box.  The other dynamic of the after school program is that the older students in grades 5 thru 8, have the chance to work directly with professional artists and gain skills in Drama, Drums, Dance, Spoken Word, Hip Hop and Visual Arts.

Cynthia Primas, Executive Director of IDEA and a Cream Program Supervisor, described the children’s experience, stating, “These children love this program, especially working with the artists.  The old concept of a daycare or dreary study hall couldn’t be farther from what is happening here.  The kids in this program are so busy creating new rhymes and playing the drums that they don’t want to leave.  This week, one of the girls in our program was actually disappointed that her mom came to pick her up – interrupting her dance class.”  

Primas concluded, “We have found a unique way to connect with these children and get them excited about learning.  The challenge we face is being limited to 184 students because parents are already seeing our results and want their kids to be involved.  We know what this program can do and that is why we are continuously fundraising and working to obtain the resources necessary to bring this experience to every child who wants it.”
For more information on this program, other IDEA opportunities for children or how you can help, please contact Cynthia Primas at (856) 577-8337.
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