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       For Immediate Release
“DON’T SLIP, HOLD TIGHT, LIVE LIFE!”
Morgan Village Circle Community Development Corporation and IDEA 

Provide an Arts summer camp.
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Camden, NJ - Kids from the Morgan Village section of Camden send a clear message as to what is on their minds.  On Thursday August 31, 2006 at Malandra Hall in Camden NJ, The Institute for the Development of Education in the Arts (IDEA) in association with the Morgan Village Circle Community Development Corporation (MVCCDC) present from 6pm to 8pm, a finale of a month long summer program themed, “Don’t Slip, Hold Tight, Live Life!”

Wanting to provide their kids with a summer program, MVCCDC found funding and called upon IDEA, an arts education organization, to bring in their arts programming for a month long summer camp.  One of the goals of IDEA is for youth to “claim their voice” and it was the student’s voices that created the theme “Don’t Slip, Hold Tight, Live Life!”  Through dialogue, group development activities and the arts (dance, hip-hop and drama), IDEA’s artists worked with the kids to develop an original play that focuses on a young girl’s struggle with her mother’s drug and alcohol abuse.  The kids worked extremely hard in creating and performing in this play and are looking forward to the finale on Thursday night.
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The camp has not gone without challenges.  The first week of camp began during the hottest part of the summer with temperatures exceeding 95 degrees.  The plan was to use a small tented area outside and air conditioned space inside the Morgan Village Community Center; however, the air-conditioner was stolen from the center.  Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “The good neighbor looks beyond the external accidents and discerns those inner qualities make all men human and, therefore, brothers.”  Well Waste Management Corporation continued to be a good neighbor and opened up their doors and allowed MVCCDC and IDEA to use their air-conditioned space to hold the camp.

Additional support for the camp was provided by City of Camden Department of Health and Human Services.
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Below is a copy of the flier:
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